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HEADQUARTERS

AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE GER/mc
CHINA ZONE

APO 917

28 Oct 47

File Ref: Case No. 371

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal
TO: The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D; C.

Transmitted herewith is copy of Casualty Clearance and Case Review
of AGRS-CZ Case No, 371 for your information and files,

WLy,

W. M. MIC HEL
Capt
Adjutant

FOR THE CHIEF OF ZONE:
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Casualty Clearance
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Page 2 - AlndS-Us Usse No, 371, sub_: Uasualty Clearance and vase aeview
\continued).

<. 1he wreckage of subject plane was idertitied by the numbers 59422
on the empennage. lhe wreckage was strewn over an area of at least seventy-
tive (75) yards and from all appearances it had expgloded upon impact witn tue
ground. :

3. rive graves were tound, marked with plain wcoden crosses, out only
a few segments of remalins were lound wnen the rraves were opened.
4. 4An extensive searcn was made of che crasi area for identiiication

%

clues, but nothing was found.

5. 1lhe fact that the wreck.ge found was thst of subject sircratt
stablishes beyond « reasonable dcoubt that the remains recovered near the
scene of the crash are those of subject personnel.

PART IV - CONGCLUSION

Laced on the evidence coptained in'Parts 1T and 1il, it is econ-
cluded that the personnel whose nanes appear in Part I, died in a plane
crash, resulting irom enemy action, the codies were recovered and idenviiied
as a group, not indiviaually.

PAnT V -~ neClvuwaNDATIiON

L. 1In view o1 the conclusions in rart 1V, and the evidence contained
in Parts I, Il, and 11l acove, it 1s recommended that tne status of the per-
sonnel whose names appear in rart 1, be amended to read: ™Miilied in Action,
rodies necovered, Ldentified as a uroup, hot Individually".

2. 1t as further recommenced that the denta. charts of sub ject personne.
be compared with the dental charts of the remains recovered ior possible indiv-
idial identidsdcabdon,
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Canton, Uhina
20 April 1946

SUEJACT: ieport of Investigation and necovery of nemains in nainan Island

LU Commanding Uificer, China lheater search Jetachment, ArO G71

s

1. Information pertaining to an American plane crash was received <9
wmarch 1946 at Yulin, hainan Island. Lhe investigation was conducted by lst it.
william K., Patch, 1/3 &dwin P, vandenberg and ur. relix Seto, a special agent
and interpreter hired by this heaacuarters.

2. 1The report was received from wr, lang Si ( )y a rongxong (Cninese
who was a forced laborer brought to nainan by the Japanese to work in the sheklock
lron mines { )s wnich is located 4O kilos east of Pakli (106,45 - 15.10Q).

an interview with wr., Tang revealed the ifollowing:

Approxinately two to three months tefore the Jaganese surrender,
a plane described as a large four-engined cowber had raided the
Sheklock wing installation. after successiully comcing a two hundred
foot long warehouse the plane was hit by Jdapanese anti-aircraft and
crashed about ten miles from the mines 1n the mountains. No one wWas
seen to parachute from the plane.

3. Un 30 warch 1946 the invescigating party proceeded to the town of rakli
oy Jeep. General Chou wel, assistant Commander oi the hNew 1Gth pivision was con-
tacted and the mission explained. ahile ne was unacle to furnish aaditional
information about the crash, nis assistance and cooperation in securing trans-
portation to the Sheklock wines from caxli proved extremely nelpiul., General Unou
stated that the road was impassdole, out there was a train that made the trip
once weekiy, the next one being scheduled for 1 April 1540. lhe neCessary arrange-
ments were made and personnel and jeeps were transported to Shaeklock on trnis train.

4. Pour hours later the team arrived at Sheklotk, ana wajor Yang, Couwitand-
ing ufiicer oi the lst sattalion, 57tnh megiment, was contacted., He iniormed ohe
group that the jecps were useless as the terrain over which the team would have
to travel to search the crash site was entirely mountainous znd could only be
troveded by fool.. & mine worker by vhe namel of r, To Ng i ) was suwmoned,
who was reported to have helped bury the crasih victims and would escort the recov—
ery team to the site of the crash. ut was learned that the trip was rougnly ten
miles each way over very rugged country, so it was decided to set out immedistely
in order to complete the mission beiore darkness. wa or lang detalled a platoon
- of soldiers to accompany the search party as a protective measure against canditry.

5. 'lhe scene of the crash was reached aitsr two and one nall nours of
steady hiking., 'lhe location is approxisacvely 100,50 - 19.12 apbout one cuarter
of a mile irom the ilai len aiver. The plane proved to be a land based Udy
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neport of investigation and aecovery of semalins in dainan Islana (cont'd)

bomber, serial z5%4<<; the number found on the enpennage of the crasn. The plane
nad four engines and a single rudder. although the investigation party was umacie
to ascertain whet type of plane it was dus to the extensiveness of the wreckage, it
is believed to be a savy .ype b-z4, known as a "¢rivateer". The onl; noviceavle
difference between the two planes in that the o~Z4 has a double rudder, ‘he wreck-
age was strewn over an srea of at least seventy-iive yards scuare, as the plane nad
apparently exploded upon ics i1nitiad impact. Eive graves were found marked with
plain wooden crosses, but according to wr. Lo, the graves convained only a lew
remains as only pieces ol the rodies were found. He did state, however, that he
thought he buried the remains of seven or eight men. An extensive search was made
over the crash area for identification clues, but to no avail.

6. lhe graves were then uncovercd, and tne remains exhumed. wI'. LO'S
testimony &s to the few renains proved true as only a iew tone segments were re-
covered from the graves, an attentive look-out was kept for personal icentiiie~
ation items, tut none could ¢e& iound.

7. ©everal persons were interviewed regarding this case, but ail of them
told practically the same stories, and that no one was sScen to parachute. Lhe
vapanese war criminagl suspects now held in iulin were ilaterrogated and che only
intormation obtained was trat they believed seven nen were 1n the crash.

©. ur records show that on 19 way 1945, a wavy plane [ype ri4 -<od,
59422, was listed as missing over hainan lslund. Lluac proximity of the plane
number, date and place of crash establishes beyond & reascnsble doubt that the
remains recovered are those of the folloving men:

Awble BROGUKS ; - B ARD- T ASN 6632165
L1t dG Cadnirt, nOpERT H. 314881

afue 2¢ alULi0a, DONALD G, R
Auwk2c oG, habdng 1. (585438
ENS wARLIN, ALVIN o, 366064

alwslc dULlen, mucial C, 6136068
Alibece uuNOZ, LOUILS J. 5637400
AN 80 alGopinY, Jalnla o, 53946906
AsudlcC Saldny CaUNaL L. 8661657
ausle SRIFT, Chnli By 0147061
L1 JdG VolmloalNG, cALleh O, 240722

9. ~rhotographs of the crash area, plane number, and the grave site were
taken snd will be forwarded your headouarters when developed.

10. The remains have been placed in a single coffin, marked ; & and shipged
to US Graves segistration Service in Shanghai, China by the US wavy from Yulin,
nainan Island on 6 a.ril 1946,

8/ ~ailliam &, Pateh

IDENLIFYING CAINSSE NasnnSt /%/ EIillawm K. PuiCH
tang 51 o who reported tne leac : lst Lo, Infantry
Lo Ng who helped bury tne crash victims Conmanding Qificer

Incl. Wo. 1, to Atud-Cs
Case wo. 371
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